
 

Birmingham, Bristol, Cardiff, Glasgow, Liverpool, Leeds, Manchester, Newcastle, Nottingham, Sheffield 

 

12 June 2017 

 

Dear Prime Minister, 

 

Unleashing the potential of the UK’s Core Cities 

 

I am writing to set out a number of critical issues which I believe are of mutual concern across Government and our 

cities, and to offer to work collectively on specific solutions. 

 

We would welcome a discussion with you and your ministerial team to take these forward, and to this end I want to 

extend an invitation to bring your Cabinet to meet in a Core City. 

 

Core Cities UK has a strong track record of working with successive Governments to deliver growth and jobs for the 

UK, to raise living standards and reform public services.  We are developing new policy and thinking on a range of 

economic and social policy issues, as evidenced in our Industrial Strategy submission (attached), and we look forward 

to future joint work. 

 

The ten UK Core Cities and their wider urban areas already make a fantastic contribution to UK PLC. They are 

responsible for 25% of the UK economy and are home to 19 million people. Our cities are modern, dynamic and 

culturally diverse places that we believe hold the key to solving many of the UK’s biggest challenges including 

diversity and tolerance, sustainable living and a stronger, more inclusive economy. 

 

Yet we still need to do more to unlock the full potential of our cities and their surrounding areas, particularly as we 

enter an uncertain post-Brexit economic environment.  Our scale, population, assets and businesses mean our great 

cities can do much to raise productivity and make sure more people benefit from growth. 

 

Given the right tools for the job we can narrow the productivity gap between ourselves and the UK average, putting 

an extra £66bn into the economy each year.  Alongside our plans to reform the public sector, this will drive jobs-

growth, improve outcomes and ultimately make sustainable savings to the public purse.  

 

We would therefore welcome early indications that place-based policy making and devolution will remain a priority 

for the Government and that innovative work around the decentralisation of business rates will continue. 

 

We hope the forthcoming Queens Speech continues progress on the devolution agenda, including the recognition 

that local, place-based policies enable local growth – particularly around areas like housing -and are key to successful 

public sector reform and inclusive growth. 

 

The General Election has, among other issues, highlighted the fact that too many people in the UK, particularly in the 

areas surrounding our great cities, feel left behind and excluded. They anticipate an investment package of job 

creation and economic and social stimulus.  
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Birmingham, Bristol, Cardiff, Glasgow, Liverpool, Leeds, Manchester, Newcastle, Nottingham, Sheffield 

I appreciate it will be a challenging time for Parliament, but this domestic agenda must remain a collective focus.  We 

cannot pull back from commitments already in the pipeline like HS2, Northern Powerhouse, Midlands Engine and 

Great Western Cities. In fact, our view is that we must go much further to create an effective and highly visible 

package that delivers on these expectations.  To do otherwise will court dissatisfaction amongst our electorate. 

 

We therefore offer to work with you to produce a package of economic and social stimulus based on physical and 

social infrastructure that can help our cities start delivering for a post-Brexit economy.  As a group, we can use our 

knowledge, assets and resources to make sure that the greatest possible impact is made upon growth and jobs. 

 

Our overall offer is clear. We want to work with the new Government and the whole of parliament to ensure our 

great cities deliver for the UK at this most critical moment. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
 

Cllr Judith Blake, Chair Core Cities UK; Leader Leeds City Council 

 

 

 


