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BY END 2023

 –– Put Core Cities UK proposals to 
General Election Manifesto teams

 –– Delivered a Core Cities 
in-person Summit

 –– Deliver 3CI (UKCCIC) Net Zero 
investment pilots in Core Cities 

 –– Delivered a major campaign / 
piece of work on the infrastructure 
investment needs and benefi ts of 
Core Cities

 –– Delivered a campaign and thought 
leadership piece on Urban Health 
and Wellbeing  

 –– Established an e� ective resource 
with university partners to take 
collaboration to the next level

We were founding partners 
and play a leading role in the 
G7 Urban7, a group of city 
networks covering all the G7 
nations including Germany, 
the US and France.

Flowing from our Mission for the future of Urban Britain we 
have established the following inter-connected priorities:

BY END 2024

 –– Core Cities as the go-to delivery 
and thought-leadership partner 
on big city issues for new 
Government  

 –– Delivered a UK-wide roll-out 
of the 3CI (UKCCIC) Net Zero 
investment model 

 –– Positioned Core Cities as central 
to the UK’s future global and trade 
strategies 

 –– Created a forum for strategic 
dialogue on investment, 
development and infrastructure  

 –– Undertaken a reset of the group’s 
plans and priorities for the period 
of the new Parliament

Core Cities UK
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Manchester 
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_1 ECONOMY
Our work on the Future of Urban 
Britain will include tackling productivity, 
inclusive growth, city centre recovery, 
wellbeing, deprivation, inequality and 
innovative fi nancing models.

_2 CLIMATE CHANGE
Working with the UK Cities 
Climate Investment Commission 
(now called 3CI) to deliver Net Zero 
as an investment and jobs dividend, 
tackling Air Quality, adaptation 
and ensuring a Just Transition.

_3 INTERNATIONAL
Using City Diplomacy to extend our 
UK-wide and global reach, boost 
Trade & Investment creating a 
‘whole-UK’ o� er, working with cities 
internationally, Eurocities and the 
G7-U7 (Urban 7) dialogue.

_4 INFRASTRUCTURE
Increasing Housing numbers, 
sustainability and quality, Active 
Transport, strengthened Transport 
Hubs, improved digital connectivity, 
developing fi nance and investment 
models to do so.

_5 URBAN HEALTH 
AND WELLBEING
Seeing this as a fi rst order economic 
issue, increasing health and 
employment through public service 
innovation and understanding the 
importance of vibrant, culturally 
rich cities.

COMPLETED

 –– New strategic vision in place, new 
ways of working implemented

 –– Embedded work on Net Zero, 
delivering the next phase of the 
3CI (UKCCIC) programme 

 –– Future of Urban Britain and 
reboot of our OECD work, 
including urban health, wellbeing 
and inclusive growth

 –– Increase the groups international 
profi le, e.g. establishing G7 U7 
as permanent dialogue, linking 
to UK Govt

 –– Progress Housing Deals and 
thought leadership work 
with cities

BEGUN

 –– Establish practical solutions 
to increase innovation with 
Universities

 –– Establish delivery-focused 
dialogue with key stakeholders 
including major investors  

 –– Undertake further campaigning 
on priorities, promoting the role 
of Core Cities UK

 –– Reviewed engagement with 
parliamentarians across the UK

 –– Launch new public a� airs 
programme; events at Party 
Conferences with Levelling Up 
propositions

PRIORITIES FOR 2022

corecities.com
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Core Cities UK has spent 
more than 25 years arguing 
the case for UK cities.

That quarter of a century has seen 
us make major strides, the biggest 
one being the fact that all political 
parties now recognise cities as an 
opportunity to be grasped rather 
than a problem to be solved.

But there is still much to do and 
as we begin a new chapter in our 
history we’ve set out our priorities 
for the next three years.

Among these is climate. We believe 
the battle to meet the country’s Net 
Zero targets will be won or lost in 
our cities. That’s why we co-created 
3CI, The Cities Commission for 
Climate Investment, that has already 
identifi ed billions of pounds of green 
investment potential.

As city leaders we have always been 
forward looking and international in 
outlook and our work with RSA to 
create a commission examining the 
future of our cities refl ects this.

At the heart of Core Cities UK is 
a strong belief that cities are the 
future and that the problems faced 
by our country can be best met 
by our citizens at a local level.

We will continue to make this 
case, both by ourselves and 
with others, and will always be 
passionate advocates for the places 
we represent no matter what the 
next 25 years may bring.

We are passionate about creating a stronger, 
fairer future urban Britain, putting people 
and environment fi rst, unlocking the full 
potential of all our cities and citizens.

BELFAST
BIRMINGHAM
BRISTOL
CARDIFF
GLASGOW
LEEDS
LIVERPOOL
MANCHESTER
NEWCASTLE
NOTTINGHAM
SHEFFIELD 

CORE 
CITIES
TIMELINE

2003
Core Cities 
summit addressed 
by then deputy 
Prime Minister 
John Prescott

2012
First wave of City 
Deals signed with 
Core Cities

2017
Inclusive Growth 
Commission 
formed with RSA 
and partners

2011
Core Cities historic 
Amendment to the 
Localism Act which 
paves way for 
devolution

2019
Belfast joins

Cultural Cities Enquiry 
with UK Arts Councils

2021
Joins with Connected 
Places Catapult and 
London Councils 
to create UK Cities 
Climate Investment 
Commission

Initiates the fi rst ‘G7 
Urban7’ meeting of G7 
city networks set to 
become a permanent 
part of the G7 process

2022
Initiates work 
on Future of 
Urban Britain 
with key partners 
including RSA

1999
First major report 
published with 
CURDS – ‘Core 
Cities: Key Centres 
for Regeneration’

2010
Develops work 
on Tax Increment 
Financing leading 
to hundreds of 
millions of pounds 
of investment

2014
City Growth 
Commission formed 
with RSA and partners

Becomes ‘Core Cities 
UK’ as Glasgow and 
Cardi�  join

2018
Meets with 
EU lead-Brexit 
negotiator Michel 
Barnier in Brussels

2020
Collaborates with 
OECD on major 
review to enhance 
UK city productivity

MARVIN REES
CHAIR OF 
CORE CITIES UK,
MAYOR OF BRISTOL

OUR 
MISSION Our Mission is to create globally 

competitive cities at the heart of all 
our regional economies, which are 
more productive, inclusive, greener 
places to live, work and visit.

We do this by innovating, developing 
practical solutions to the biggest 
challenges our cities face, turning 
ideas into action and building 
partnerships to deliver change, 
based on evidence. 

Our economic and population size 
gives us a unique experience and 
understanding of how big cities 
work, which we use to get things 
done at pace and scale, and to 
deliver benefi ts for the wider 
regions we serve. 

Core Cities city regions deliver 
26% of the UK economy, 20% 
of trade and are home to more 
than 20 million people.

The UK has the least local taxation 
of any similar-sized country, 
with only around seven per cent 
of all taxes raised locally kept 
locally compared to 29 per cent in 
Germany, 37 per cent in the USA, 
and 50 per cent in Canada.

Our cities’ productivity is low by 
international standards. If all the 
Core Cities performed at the levels 
of similar cities internationally, it 
would add £100billion a year to the 
UK economy.

1995
Core Cities 
founded, redefi nes 
cities ‘as solutions, 
not problems’
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