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Core Cities UK broadly welcome the publication of the Government’s Plan
for Air Quality, and also recognise the significant devolved responsibilities
relating to it that exist for Scotland and Wales.
However, our view is that the plan as it stands is, on its own, insufficient to
address the serious health challenges we see across our cities. It has a lack of
resources, is too focused on a one-size-fits-all approach and has an overly
optimistic view of current air quality data.
As a group of cities committed to change through local leadership, we are
not content to simply critique Government’s plans. Core Cities are already
acting, through sustainable transport measures, ultra-low emission
infrastructure and wider transport and planning policies.
But the weight of evidence on health impacts has to be met by an
accelerated and scaled up programme of intervention.
We will step up to meet this challenge, work with parliaments, across parties
and with Government and its agencies to strengthen the plan and act to end
the impact of poor air quality that equates to 15,000 avoidable deaths every
year across our cities.
The Leaders and Mayors of the UK’s Core Cities came together recently to
discuss how to deliver this, and agreed the need for firm and quick action.
More than a quarter of the roads identified as being over the air quality limit
are in Core Cities or their surrounding urban areas. As well as the shocking
contribution to premature deaths, thousands of people suffer from long
term illnesses as a result of poor air quality in our cities, ruining quality of life
and contributing to low productivity and worklessness.

Signed

Leaders and Mayors of the UK’s ten Core Cities.

Our cities stand ready to act, but delivering change is a joint responsibility
at the national and local level. We urge Government to have the courage
to introduce a national policy framework and the national schemes that
incentivise the production and purchase of low emission vehicles. The
government needs to support struggling businesses and people who may
find it hardest to upgrade their vehicles.
This framework should integrate with locally-driven strategies, underpinned
by powers to reduce congestion, incentives to encourage public transport
and sustainable methods of travel and the ability to generate funds locally
to support these measures where required.
Today we are calling for Government to work with us jointly and individually,
and with our devolved nations, to create a Memorandum of Understanding
for Clean Air with our cities.
It will set out how local and national leadership will work together,
enshrining the principles of a new approach.
It should give cities the tools and resources to deliver the bespoke changes
each place needs, enabling them to collaborate within an overall national
framework, so that we can tackle air quality in a joined up and sustainable
way that delivers a measurable improvement in air quality and the health
of our citizens.
As City Leaders and Mayors, we are committed to tackling this issue. With a
strong UK framework alongside local freedoms and flexibilities, we will seek
to lead the way and deliver the environment that our populations and
businesses want and deserve.

